
 
  

Aenean a magna vel pede vestibulum 
rhoncus. Nulla cursus orci quis tortor. 

May 24th 

Community Forum: 
Wisconsin State Budget  

Impacts on the State and Wauwatosa 

Dr. Jack Norman, Research Director, 
Institute for Wisconsin’s Future. Dr. 
Norman oversees policy research and 
development, especially in the areas of 
school finance and taxes, and has earned a 
Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of 
Pittsburgh, a B.A. from Swarthmore College, 
Pennsylvania, and was a post-doctoral fellow 
in philosophy at Princeton University. 

Guest Panelists: 
• Dr. Phil Ertl, Superintendent Wauwatosa Public Schools/Central Dist. Mgr. 
• Debbie Brent, President, Wauwatosa Education Association 
• Representative from the City of Wauwatosa (invited) 

Governor Walker has proposed $4.2 billion in cuts in the 
2011-2013 biennial budget.  The proposed budget if 
implemented will significantly cut or limit K-12 
education, healthcare, higher education, technical 
colleges, aid to government, transportation services, 
recycling and environmental programs, and social 
services across the state. If passed, Wauwatosa will lose 
millions in state aid for government, transportation, 
and education services and will lose local control over 
many decisions affecting our community.  (See reverse 
side for budget highlights) 
Come and hear Research Director Dr. Jack Norman of 
the Institute for Wisconsin’s Future provide an overview 
of the state budget and discuss various options that 
would preserve vital services in our community.  In 
addition, guest panelist Dr. Phil Ertl, Superintendent of 
Wauwatosa Schools/Central Office Manager, Debbie 
Brent, President of Wauwatosa Education Association, 
and a representative from the City of Wauwatosa will 
discuss more detailed budget impacts in Wauwatosa. 

Grassroots Tosa cordially invites you to . . . 

Join us and take action to preserve vital programs and services in Wauwatosa 



 

Below are some of the highlights in spending choices proposed in the current state budget: 
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 Health Care 
• Cuts $500 million in Medicaid program for low income and disabled citizens 
• Limits access to affordable health care through Badgercare 
• Changes Family Care program for seniors making it more difficult for seniors to stay in 

their homes 
• Eliminates state funding to help uninsured women get vital health care services for 

cervical cancer, breast and well-women care, and testing for STDs 
 
K-12 Education 

• Cuts funding for public schools by almost $850 million statewide while redirecting tax 
dollars to private schools through the expansion of the voucher program 

• Reduces state aid that could lead to a $7 million budget deficit in Wauwatosa for 
budget 2012 threatening layoffs and undermining the quality of public schools 

 
Higher Education and Technical Colleges 

• Suspends student financial aid grants making it more difficult for working families to 
send their kids to college 

• Allows for reorganization of UW system that will lead to significant tuition increases for 
students 

• Cuts funding of Technical Colleges by 25% ($35.2 million each year), which will 
eliminate many job training programs that Wisconsin’s workforce desperately needs 

 
Local Government 

• Cuts shared revenue payments to local governments by $96 million, which will reduce 
aid to Wauwatosa by nearly $700,000 

• Takes away local leaders’ ability to manage their own budgets 
 
Environment 

• Puts an end to state support of county and municipal recycling programs by taking 
away funding 

 
Taxes 

• Cuts the Earned Income Tax Credits, taking away $41 million in tax relief for low-wage 
workers and children 

• Reopens corporate tax loopholes that allow multi-state corporations to avoid paying 
taxes at the expense of local Wisconsin businesses and taxpayers 

 
Transportation 

• Cuts transportation aid to localities by $48 million over the next two years 
 
Children and Families 

• Reduces funding for child care subsidies for working families 
 
Sources: Legislative Fiscal Bureau: http//legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/LFBPublications ButtonPages/2011-13 budget.htm  

      Wisconsin Counties Association: www.wicounties.org/legislation/state-budget/ 
      Institute for Wisconsin’s Future: www.wisconsinsfuture.org  
      Wisconsin Council on Children and Families: www.wccf.org 
      Greater Wisconsin Committee: http://stopwalkersbudget.org 

              Wauwatosa Now Newspaper, April 29, 2011 
 

2

Summary and Highlights of Proposed Budget Cuts in the 2011-13 State Budget 


