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Date: January 5, 2011 

 
Re:  Statement on the Milwaukee Parental Choice Program 
 
The Milwaukee Parental Choice Program (MPCP) had its origins in the struggle to educate poor 
Black children in the City of Milwaukee. We owe its existence to the courage of Annette Polly 



Williams, Black parents and community activists who set the foundation for the multi racial 
coalition that has supported the program from its inception until today. The motivation and the 
push for this program came out of the relentless demand from the Black community to have more 
tools to seek and gain access to a quality education for their children.   
 
In addition to this history, a significant majority of the students currently being served by the 
program are Black.  According to The Milwaukee Parental Choice Program: Descriptive Report 
on Participating Schools 2008 – 2009, over 60% of the students being served were Black. The 
legacy of this program and the fact that the majority of the student population being served is 
Black makes it imperative that the concerns of Black people are heard and respected in any effort 
to change the program. 
 
We believe that we are at a point in history where it is possible to build a true bi-partisan level of 
support for the program.  The efforts of Black Democrats working in concert with Black leaders, 
school representatives and other supporters of all races who support the MPCP were critical to 
saving the program during the legislative session in 2008.  We believe that it is imperative for 
some of these same legislators and representatives of the Black community that support the 
MPCP be involved in any efforts to make changes to the program during the current legislative 
session.  If we combine their support with the Republican legislative backing that has been there 
over the years a powerful bi-partisan agenda for the program can be forged. 
 
Given these concerns and beliefs, the people whose names appear on this document firmly 
support the following ideas to ensure that the MPCP will continue its focus on enabling low 
income families in the City of Milwaukee to have the power to choose a quality educational 
option for their children.  We believe: 
 

1. The cap on the number of students who can participate in the MPCP should be lifted. In 
the process, however, it is crucial to set in motion policies and procedures to identify and 
remove from the program those schools that do not provide a quality education for 
students. 
 

2. There should be equity in school funding for the children in the city of Milwaukee. A 
student using any of the options in the Milwaukee education ecosystem should generate 
the same per pupil funding. 
 

3. The “funding flaw” that provides an unfair burden on the tax payers of Milwaukee should 
be fixed. 
 

4. The accountability measures approved in 2008 should be maintained, while making 
changes in rules and/or administrative procedures that do not improve the quality of the 
program.  An example of an important measure that should be maintained is the 
requirement that all publicly funded students take the state test.  This policy is critical to 
our efforts to provide the community with a common source of data on the progress 
students are making academically across the education ecosystem.  An example of a 
change that should be made pertains to proof of income. We should maintain but 
significantly simplify the requirements for families who choose to have their children 
participate in the program. 
 

5. There MUST continue to be income restrictions for entry to the program, but those 
requirements could be adjusted to make sure low income and struggling working class 
families are served. Examples of how the requirements could be adjusted are: 



 
a. Entry requirements could be adjusted upward with a cap at a certain percentage 

of the poverty threshold. 
b. Maintain the current threshold, but agree that once students qualify for the 

program, they can remain in the program until graduation and/or voluntary 
withdrawal from participation.   

c. Implement a sliding scale that would place an income ceiling to participate but 
would guarantee that families with the greatest need would receive full funding. 

 
 


